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Our Endorsed Candidates
The Candidates Who
Deserve Your Vote
Although GOV WATCH invited both
new and incumbent candidates to be
evaluated for endorsement, none of
the current officials were willing to
participate. After careful review, we
endorsed the following candidates based
on their views about fiscal responsibility,
transparency through improved
communications with citizens, support
for the results gathered in the
Citizens Priority Survey, and their
planning goals for Lake Forest Park’s
long term financial sustainability:

Tom French

Council Position 6

Vote: Tuesday November 8

LFP GOV WATCH is a nonpartisan,
resident-based citizens’ organization
dedicated to ensure that the
City of Lake Forest Park remains
livable, affordable, and sustainable
by encouraging, supporting and
promoting a responsible and
effective City government.

Jeff Johnson

www.LFPGOVWATCH.org

Council Position 2
Paid for by:
Lake Forest Park Government Watch
PO Box 65055
Shoreline, WA 98155-9055
(206) 363-5484

Brian Cathcart

Mayor

Council Position 4

As a citizen of Lake Forest
Park, YOU can change the
way City Hall spends
YOUR money.
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Mary Jane Goss

Voting Facts for
Tuesday November 8

www. LFPGOVWATCH.org

Overspending,
unnecessary projects,
overly generous employee
compensation, indifferent
officials... these are just a
few of the incumbent issues
that demand your attention.
It’s time to take action!

We are in difficult economic times. Forecasts predict that more is yet to come.
For Lake Forest Park to survive, we need voters who are aware of the issues and new
officials who check spending, use reserves cautiously, and keep citizens’ priorities intact.

Issue #1

Issue #2

Transparency

Deficit

Spending

When did you first learn about the
Blue Heron Bridge?

The budget passed by our incumbents
projects a deficit of $1,258,203* by 2016.
City Hall spent more than their revenues
by $473,646* in 2008, $127,407* in 2009
and $305,593* in 2010. How can they
call this a “balanced budget?”
*per LFP budgets

Our cash balance in the general fund has
eroded from $1,600,000 at the beginning
of 2008 to $900,000 at the beginning of
2011—a nearly 50% decrease.

Did you know the City bought a
house behind the Fire Station?
How much do you know about the
Southern Gateway Project?
Have you seen the City’s plan for
Towne Center?

We need officials that will
provide sustainable budgets.

These are not small issues... they affect
every one of us and yet most of us know
little about them. Why?

Issue #4

Transparency in City government
is extremely important. All
citizens should be informed and
involved in our City’s major issues.

Lake Forest Park has more staff per
capita than the City of Kenmore. We
pay our full-time staff 34% more than
comparable State employees, and the
budget includes another 2.9% salary
increase. By 2012, 59% of our 53 full
time employees will be compensated
more than $100,000 annually.

Salaries

Issue #3

The incumbents have made no attempt
to rebuild these depleted reserve funds
or cash balances.
Despite repeated claims by City Hall of
large, $1.7 million “budget reductions,”
spending from the General Fund actually
increased .9% in 2009, .9% in 2010,
and 2.3% in 2011 (budgeted).

Lake Forest Park’s budget has
not been restructured, and City
Hall continues to spend beyond
incoming revenues.

Our City cannot afford
so many high salaries.

Research the facts. Obtain budget data from City Hall. Be an informed voter. Cast your vote wisely!

